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THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
David Slivken– Executive Director, Poudre River Public 

Library District 
 

By now you’ve been introduced to the Library District’s 
new tagline, Connect to Curiosity chosen, in part, 
because of the library’s Strategic Plan goal to establish 
ourselves as a platform for lifelong learning in our 
community. 
 

Curiosity is the spark that ignites lifelong learning, and 
it’s the library’s people, programs, services, collection, 
and spaces that connect our community to whatever it 
is they’re curious about. So, what do we mean by 
“continuous” or “lifelong” learning?  
 

The definition we’ve created applies to all ages and all 
stages of life:  As a dynamic, responsive and integral 
part of our community, the Poudre River Public Library 
District provides opportunities for continuous learning 
for all ages. Those who continue learning throughout 
their lives are happier and healthier and feel more 
productive and purposeful. 
 

Continuous learning is both formal and informal and 
includes: learning to know, learning to do, learning to 
be/become, and learning to live together.  
 

Every time you interact with library users, host a 
program, teach a class, or simply answer a question, 
you help satisfy people’s curiosity and spark new 
questions or paths for lifelong learning. Our focus on 
continuous learning also ties directly to the policies and 
core competencies of the American Library Association. 
 

American Library Association (ALA) promotes the 
creation, maintenance, and enhancement of a learning 
society, encouraging its members to work with 
educators, government officials, and organizations in 
coalitions to initiate and support comprehensive efforts 
to ensure that school, public, academic, and special 
libraries in every community cooperate to provide 
lifelong learning services to all.  (ALA Policy Manual 1.1, 
Mission, Priority Areas, Goals) 
 
Each of you is important to helping our community 
become lifelong learners, so thank you for all that you 
do 
 

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Julie Lechtanski, President – 

Poudre River Friends of the Library 

 
As I write, I can’t believe it’s almost the end of October. 
Thank you to all who have donated books, time, 
muscles, expertise, and treasure, enabling the Friends 
of the Library to continue supporting the fun and 
important Library “extras”. 
 
Did you know that the FOL was the first to donate $$ to 
kick off last year’s first ever FOCO BOOK FEST, organized 
by the Poudre River Library District? We have donated 
again this year to keep this fun, new author event alive. 
Some of us have volunteered to help. 
 
Four Book Sales each year are our main source of 
income. In addition to donations from Members and 
the public, FOL receives discards from the Libraries as 
they make room for new acquisitions. 
 
Great news for all who come to the Nov 10-12 Sale at 
the Harmony Library. The selection of fiction, in 
particular, will be larger and have more with recent 
copyright dates. Our warehouse is loaded, so we can 
replenish stock readily as you all load up for a Colorado 
winter.  This is a great opportunity to fill out your home 
library as well as find gifts for the readers on your 
Holiday/Birthday /”just cuz I like you” lists. 
 
Ever wonder what happens to books that have been to 
a couple of sales and not been selected to go home with 
you? FOL sends them to a company called Thrift Books. 
They attempt to sell those books online. FOL receives 
50% of the revenue after 50% of the costs to ship the 
books to Thrift Books is deducted. 
 
On the next page take a look at the “Lil and Phil” 
pictures from our August shipping effort. We had hoped 
the rain would hold off. It didn’t, so we got drenched. 
This was our only shipment this year – 14,000 pounds of 
books on 12 pallets -  still making us money for the 
PRPLD extras. 
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A FRIEND’S STAMP OF APPROVAL 
 
Gifts to the Friends sometimes come in intriguing ways. 
 
Several years ago, we received a donation of several 
brown paper grocery bags containing three very old 
(19th century) stamp albums. The donor was 
anonymous, but Loveland, Colorado was written in 
ornate script inside the front cover. 
 
The albums languished for a while. They passed to 
several different board members. Eventually, some 
online research unearthed the fact that in Denver there 
exists Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library, a non-profit 
group like the Friends, devoted to stamp collection and 
reference. 
 
The stamp albums made their way to the Philatelic 
Library and were looked over by various members. 
 

  
 
Our main question was if they contained enough value 
to justify a paid appraisal, and after several months they 
assured us that there were some unique and possibly 
desirable old stamp specimens. The board agreed to 
pay a modest amount to get a professional opinion. 
 
The Philatelic Library suggested we bring the albums to 
their next stamp show to see if any dealers or 
individuals might be interested. They contained many 
international stamps, mostly from British locations. So, 
we visited the stamp show, albums in hand, and 
eventually were steered toward the representative of a 
reputable auction house. 
 
They agreed to take our (by now well-travelled) albums 
for their next auction. They set a minimum price of 
$500 and knocked 5% off their normal commission rate 
since we were a non-profit. 

 
(continued on page 3) 
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ALL MEMBER ALERT:  Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 3 
PM in Old Town Library is our final 2017 meeting.  It is 
also the meeting at which we elect our BOARD 
OFFICERS for 2018. All members are invited and 
encouraged to attend. Cookies and punch are a further 
incentive. 
 
2018 Officers for next year are:  President, Julie 
Lechtanski; Vice President/Secretary, Monica Gavin; 
Past President, Robin Gard; Treasurer, Jan Hudak; and 
Assistant Treasurer, Joyce Little. 
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(continued from page 2) 
 

Here is our auction catalog entry:  “2 Volume Brown 
International – To 1912, mostly used, albums 
somewhat tattered.” 
 

More time passed but eventually we were thrilled to 
receive a check for $1200 – a very nice result even 
when we deducted a modest donation to the Rocky 
Mountain Philatelic Library. 
 

Thank you to our anonymous donor – we hope those 
lovingly collected albums ended up in appreciative 
hands. 
 

COLORADO GIVES DAY 

Colorado Gives Day is a wonderful opportunity for 
donors and for many Colorado non-profit endeavors. 
On Tuesday, December 5, we can join together to 
donate on-line to our favorite charities. Of course, we 
hope that the Poudre River Library Trust is on your list. 
The Library Trust is the primary fund raising entity to 
support our local libraries, and is entrusted with raising 
funds for library capital projects and an endowment to 
secure future funding needs. We are asking you to join 
with us to support the Poudre River Library Trust on 
Colorado Gives Day. Each and every donation is 
important and together helps to secure and strengthen 
the Poudre River Libraries. 
 

FOL BOARD COMPOSITION 

Changes in the composition of the FOL Board have 

occurred this year. Elsewhere in the newsletter is 

information regarding the election of officers for the 

coming year. The current composition of the board is as 

follows: 

 

President Julie Lectanski 

Vice President Monic Gavin 

Treasurer Trish Kelley 

Asst. Treasurer Jan Hudak 

Secretary Monica Gavin 

Past President Robin Gard 

At Large Bill Cobb 

At Large Maggie Hubbeling 

At Large Joyce Little 

At Large Lil Price 

At Large Georgia Ray 

At Large Susan Rayner 

At Large Claudia Schweizer 

At Large Bob Viscount 
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