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THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
David Slivken– Executive Director, Poudre River Public 

Library District 

 

The 2017 Poudre River Public Library District’s 
Summer Reading Challenge “Building Dreams” is 
well under way. Beginning on May 22nd, “Building 
Dreams” runs through August 20th. As of June 30th, 
the Library has registered nearly 9,400 library 
patrons. This is nearly 1000 more registrants than 
the Library had for the entire 2016 summer reading 
program.  
The Friends of the Library generous contribution of 
$30,000 helps the PRPLD by offering engaging ways 
for children and young adults to maintain and 
improve their reading skills, while enjoying live 
performances, STREAM activities and earning 
books and other prizes for reaching reading 
milestones.  
The benefits of summer reading are clear! Children 
and young adults who participate in our summer 
reading program accomplish the following: 

 Children and young adults achieve 
important reading gains and are better 
prepared for school in the fall than those 
who did not participate. 

 Children and young adults spend more time 
reading over the summer, read more books, 
and read more confidently. They even make 
gains in other areas like math and science. 

 Children and young adults who read or are 
read to at home and who use the library 
perform better in school and are more likely 
to continue to use the library as a source of 
lifelong learning. 

 There is so much to see and do at your 
library, from reading books to participating 
in fun learning activities. The library is a 
place to connect to what you are curious 
about learning, to choose what you like to 
read, and to have fun with others. . . . a 
community family room the whole family 
can enjoy. 

(continued on pg. 2) 

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Julie Lechtanski, President – 

Poudre River Friends of the Library 

 

Some of the money earned at Friends of the Library 
book sales goes to the Poudre River Library District 
Outreach Program, which is under the very capable 
and energetic leadership of Johanna Ulloa. Let me 
tell you about one of the activities for which 
Outreach is responsible. 
 

IMAGINANTES  This is a week-long program for 
kids who are interested in making decorations for 
Dia de los Muertos. There are various art projects 
involving skills such as paper snipping, sugar skull 
making and creating other related decorations. 
Each project involves multiple groups of 
participants. 
The culmination of all their work is shown on Friday 
to parents, family, representatives from the 
community groups who supported the project, and 
anyone who wants to pop in. 
Johanna and her group offered greetings to the 
guests in five different languages.  
 

 
My favorite project was a puppet.  I think it was 
about 20 feet tall. It required 3 puppeteers to make 
it work - one for the body and one for each of the 
arms.  It is painted  black and white.  Usually 
puppets of this kind are in parades, but he was very 
impressive inside that old building.  The kids 
manipulating him were having a fun time too. 

(continued on pg. 2 
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(Director continued from pg. 1) 
 

 The library offers many online resources for 
summer reading and learning for anyone 
who cannot make it to the library. 

 The library’s Summer Reading Challenge 
reminds kids that reading is fun – as well as 
for learning. 

On behalf of the entire Poudre River Public Library 
District, thank you all for everything that you do! 
Without your support, the community’s Summer 
Reading Challenge would not be possible.  
 

2017 TEEN LITERATURE CONFERENCE 
 

The Friends support many worthy events, but one 
of the most gratifying is helping to send some of 
our teen Interesting Readers Society to the 
Colorado Teen Literature Conference every year. 
This year the Friends’ contribution help enable 16 
teens and 4 adults to register and attend the 
Denver event.  

  
(cont. on pg. 3) 

 

(President continued from pg. 1) 

 
Watch for this next year, because it’s definitely 
worth going to see! Check out some of the other 
things Outreach does.  You might find something 
you would like to help with. 
 

*********** 
 

Marian Herschkopf  
    Mona Nickerson 
        Betty Ann Jones 
 

 
*********** 

 

UNITED WAY RECOGNITION 
 
“Thumbs up to United Way and to the Lions Club 
for a wonderful pancake breakfast event May 6 
celebrating our community’s volunteers. The 
Poudre River Friends of the Library were honored 
to receive a Volunteer Hero aware in the education 
category. Cheers to our hundreds of volunteers 
who contributed nearly 8,000 hour in 2016 to 
benefit Poudre libraries, and hats off to everyone 
in Northern Colorado who donates their time and 
energy to making our community better.” Robin 
Gard in the May 25th Coloradoan. 
 

 
David Slivken, Julie Lechtanski, Carol Smith, Georgia Ray, Bill Ray, Robin Gard, Linda Gabel, and 
Robin and Mike’s granddaughter, Laci, at the May 6th pancake breakfast. FOL President Julie 
Lechtanski is holding the Volunteer Hero award. 
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THUMBS UP 
 

To the memory and legacy of long-time community 
members Warren and Genny Garst. Their shared 
spirit of adventure, global exploration and lifelong 
learning carry on through a generous memorial gift 
they bequeathed to the Poudre River Library Trust, 
the philanthropic arm of our local public library 
system. Their generosity and vision will help propel 
the trust toward its goal of raising $1 million to 
support a strong, sustainable system of public 
libraries that is prepared to meet the needs of 
generations of future readers, artists, scholars, 
poets, makers, inventors, researchers and 
explorers. This is a wonderful tribute to Warren 
and Genny’s lifelong belief in the importance of 
public libraries, and our entire Poudre River Public 
Library District community says “thank you”! – Cara 
Neth, on behalf of Poudre River Public Library 
District. (from the Coloradoan) 
 

MARIAN HERSCHKOPF 
 

Thanks to Robin Gard for 
bringing to our attention the 
passing of former FOL 
President, Marian 
Herschkopf. Following is a 
short section of the obituary 
that appeared in the 
Coloradoan. For those of us 

who did not know Marian personally, it gives a hint 
of what must have been a wonderful life. “A life-
long learner, Marian took Front Range Forum 
classes, engaged in lively book group discussions, 
and remained open to new ideas. She and Dick 
visited family and friends across the U.S., Europe, 
Israel and Canada. They attended the symphony, 
jazz concerts, and local theatre. Marian could 
identify nearly every wildflower in the high 
country, and was an accomplished gardener who 
instilled her love of nature in all of us.”  
 

 

DONATE WHEN YOU SHOP AMAZON! 
 
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon 
with the same products, prices, and shopping 
features as Amazon.com. The difference is that 
when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 
of eligible products to the charitable organization 
of your choice. 

1. Go to the Smile.Amazon.Com website  
2. Search for Poudre River Friends of the 

Library in the charity search  
3. Select it and that's it for setup – then: 
 

1. GO TO SMILE.AMAZON.COM EVERY 
TIME  (Don't go to Amazon.com)  

2. Under the Amazon search bar you will see: 
Supporting: Poudre River Friends of the 
Library  

3. To see if your item is eligible, look for this: 

Eligible for  donation, under 
the green In Stock notification.  

4. Otherwise it will look and act just like 
Amazon.com (it uses your existing account 
and login - nothing new to set up)  

5. Just remember... go to Smile.Amazon.com 
not Amazon.com 

Every little bit helps and if a lot of us are using 
Amazon, it could make a nice sized 
donation!  Thanks for doing this for the Friends! 
 

2017 TEEN LITERATURE CONFERENCE 
 (cont. from pg. 2) 

Our own Friends board member Samantha Ye and 
IRS member C.C. Apodaca presented a session on 
“Rewriting the White World of YA” discussing the 
current state of racial diversity in young adult 
novels and the importance of diverse reading. Four 
other teens served on a Q&A panel with authors. 
Teen librarian Diane Tuccillo sets up the 
arrangements and transportation and accompanies 
the group. 
The conference is in its 29th year and helps focus 
attention on the importance of quality literature 
for young adults and teens and draws attendance 
from all over the state plus nationally known 
authors. 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Poudre-River-Friends-of-the-Library-581824511933293/
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