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THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
David Slivken– Executive Director, Poudre River Public 

Library District 

 

Some people claim that 70 is the new 50. Whether 
or not that is true, data clearly show an increase in 
the number of Americans over the age of 65. By 
2020, the library district can expect 20% of the 
population to be 65 and over and 33% will be 55 
and over. Between advances in health care and 
increased expectations for continued engagement 
in the public sphere, today’s aging population is 
more active than ever. Library programming 
reflects this shift, particularly in public libraries 
where seniors are already dedicated consumers of 
library services. It is not all peaches and cream, 
though. There have been recent articles in The 
Coloradoan highlighting the challenges of seniors 
remaining active in the community, especially in 
housing arena. "Both policy and market demands 
are creating opportunities for the community to 
respond in a way that will really help our seniors 
remain comfortable in our community," said Sue 
Beck-Ferkiss of the city's Social Sustainability 
Office, which is partnering with Larimer County to 
become an age-friendly community as designated 
by AARP.   
 
The Library is re-allocating additional resources 
enabling the Outreach Department to reach older 
adults in our community who are facing barriers 
regarding library service.  For a growing number of 
older adults, sometimes termed “frail elders” 
(those who are typically the oldest adults and often 
include persons living in residential facilities and 
those with various disabling conditions), equity of 
access is a very real concern.  These older adults 
may experience barriers in transportation to or 
from the library, mobility within the library, or in 
accessing library materials due to visual or auditory 
challenges. 

(continued on pg. 2) 
 

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Julie Lechtanski, President – 

Poudre River Friends of the Library 

 

Robert Frost Said “The Fog comes in on little cat 
feet.” My son; who has lived in Colorado since 
1984; told me “March is our snowiest month”. 
An old saying I heard when I was a child says 
“March comes in like a lion, and goes out like a 
lamb.” 
 
I’ve lived here since 2007 and I’ve seen all of the 
above, sometimes in the same year. March is the 
main part of the breeding season of the European 
Hare. (Do any live here?) March is the month the 
government of Canada rushes to spend the 
remainder of their budgets in order that they not 
get budget cuts the next year (Did they learn that 
from our government or did we learn that from 
them?) 
 

March is BASKETBALL.  College Basketball. The 
month of the NCAA Division I Champion Games; 
both Men and Women. March is the Mountain 
West Conference Basketball Tournament at the 
Thomas & Mack Center in Paradise, Nevada. This 
personally impacts me. I have the pleasure of 
Sonny, my grand dog, as my house guest while son 
and daughter-in-law spend a week watching 
basketball. 
 
THIS MARCH 17-19 is the Friends of the Library 
Spring Book Sale at the Harmony Library. This has a 
direct relation to all the above March things. In 
order to survive and thrive in March in Colorado, a 
perfect tool is books. During the fog; during a snow 
storm; during the boring bits of a basketball game; 
when your grand dog wants to be in your lap in the 
recliner (mine is a Golden Lab; lotta dog – small 
recliner); the best thing I know is a hot cup of tea 
or coffee and a book to read. 

(continued on pg. 2) 
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(Director continued from pg. 1) 

 
The PRPLD can help eliminate barriers to access for 
older adults. In the coming year, the Library will 
reach out to senior residences, senior centers, and 
other facilities that serve or care for older adults by 
offering more robust book delivery services, off-
site programming, and awareness of adaptive 
materials and resources. 
 

BOARD TAKES ON NEW SKILL! 

Kim Ewy, who works with Poudre Fire Authority in 
presenting the Pulse Point program, gave a short CPR 
and AED (automatic external defibrillator) training 
demo to the Friends’ Board of Directors at the February 
meeting. 
 

shown above are Kim Ewy (hands on dummy) and Susan 
Rayner, new FOL board member 

 
Pulse Point is a nation-wide program with a smart 
phone app that links CPR trained volunteers with 
cardiac emergencies through a sophisticated phone 
locater system. Volunteers who have downloaded the 
app and received the training will receive a notification 
of a cardiac call that occurs within ¼ mile of their 
location. Administering CPR to a victim until the 
ambulance and fire department arrives can save lives. 
 
Every 43 seconds, someone in the United States has a 
heart attack. Sudden cardiac arrest is the leading cause 
of death in the U.S. for people over 40 and more than 
325,000 Americans die from it every year. If you or your 
organization would like more information on the Pulse 
Point program, please contact kewy@poudre-fire.org. 
 

 

(President continued from pg. 1) 

 
A good source of inexpensive books is the Friends 
Sale. This works very nicely. I know there are folks 
who like to re-read old favorites. Then there are 
those of us who would rather not repeat read. We 
like something new every time. This could be a 
different book by a favorite author; the next is a 
series by subject or author; a totally different 
direction such as politics instead of fly fishing. 
 
A great way to try something new or find an old 
friend to re-read is at a Friends of the Library Sale. 
This year it’s a March Thing.  See You There. 
 
 
 

 
 
As usual, there are changes in the composition of the 

FOL Board, whose members for 2017 are as follows: 

President Julie Lectanski 

Vice President Monic Gavin 

Treasurer Trish Kelley 

Asst. Tresurer * 

Secretary Monica Gavin 

Past President Robin Gard 

At Large Bill Cobb 

At Large Lil Price 

At Large Georgia Ray 

At Large Susan Rayner 

At Large Claudia Schweizer 

At Large Bob Viscount 

Teen Samantha Ye 

 

*It is anticipated that the vacancy in the position of 

Assistant Treasurer will be filled in the near future. 

 
 

mailto:kewy@poudre-fire.org
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MEET A LEGACY MEMBER 
Billie Higgins 

 

Thousands of outstanding volunteers have spent 
time with Poudre River Friends of the Library over 
the years. We would like to highlight some of these 
folks and their backgrounds and accomplishments 
from time to time. 
  
Billie Higgins was a long-time volunteer and a 
board member during Terri Sullivan’s board 
presidency. 
She said she 
was always 
happy to 
volunteer for 
library events 
whenever 
called. “I called 
the volunteers 
for the book 
sales for years. 
Those book 
sales are hard 
work.” She was involved in the Library District 
formation campaign in 2006, and one of her jobs 
was to write thank you notes to everyone who 
made a donation. 
  
Billie is a big believer in the importance of saying 
thank you (“I was raised in the South”), and in 
hand-written notes. She sent 357 cards and letters 
last year – pretty astounding, especially when you 
consider that Billie will celebrate her 89th birthday 
in March. And, she was diagnosed with Stage IV 
lung cancer in 2014 and is currently receiving bi-
monthly experimental immunotherapy treatments. 
  
“I don’t feel old except I have slowed down so 
much,” said Billie. “I always volunteered, from 1983 
until I was diagnosed with cancer.” She has a 
lifelong interest in literacy and education, and 
earned a Master’s Degree in adult education at CSU 
when she was 56. 

 
Billie grew up in Texas, became a young widow 
when her first husband was killed in the Korean 
War, and ended up in Fort Collins in the early 80’s. 
She is known for her positive attitude and her 
outspokenness. “You have to stand up for what you 
believe, even if people don’t want to hear it.” She’s 
always been interested in politics, and has 
volunteered for many causes over the years 
including PVH and serving on the Senior Advisory 
Board. 
 
She is an enthusiastic and eclectic reader, 
everything from history to romance. These days 
she reads on her Nook. “The Nook is absolutely 
perfect for seniors. I can check out all the books I 
want, return them, all without leaving home.” 
 
Thank you, Billie for your contributions to Friends 
of the Library and your community. 
 
 
 

 
 
Do you have too many books? WE CAN HELP! You can 
donate your gently used books to help Friends of the 
Library - we rely on book donations for our book sales. 
Right now we are replenishing our supply and are 
especially in need of fiction. Here's how: 
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/donate/ 
 

 
 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.poudrelibraries.org%2Fdonate%2F&h=ATOhpuJb-fGxcdp5dJm_08Yk0Uebf-X304clNXHSOmT3TKzssaO8Aey218EmmnXkHhx32DMRlFut2RvIwuzhUQtw9P7gMULgnJVI_Jbvxh7im54NuK-3YNbfNwsAg8lRyXodz_w&enc=AZNKQw6djvPMLb2vYiKu30wmZssM7iPb8waJY1SD4u2gBZOPpViPePfXXeklDIy7h3xRop5uhZeXf7M3KHgsGgcWKTVI_tu9Zr13YZLx9CKNpRvcxTscdE6_UspFbIqSb72SxHs0Dm4jKapEqcdHzuoT7UAYJcOBkKYrsE31igXCoqx5tp72oUi3H5OZPitUMwnbqa3IgrbF3U_PvSsuvAJ5&s=1
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