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THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
David Slivken– Executive Director, Poudre River Public 

Library District 

 
Poudre River Public Library District is a beautiful and 
inspiring library system. Patrons use the library to 
discover something new, to perfect skills, to engage 
with others, to entertain themselves, and, of course, to 
immerse themselves in a good book. The environment 
in which they do these things must be created and 
updated with all this in mind—with the correct lighting, 
furniture, resources, services, spaces, and amount of 
flexibility to encourage people to relish this space today 
and into the future. 
 
The PRPLD provides a high standard of service, despite 
having facilities are not able to meet the needs of an 
ever  growing population. Our buildings feel cramped 
and do not offer enough space to work as a group or to 
study quietly alone. These space constraints prevent the 
display of new materials, the storage of existing items, 
and limit sightlines and straight passage through the 
facilities. 
 
The purpose of a Master Facilities Plan is to provide a 
blue print for larger updated facilities and/or possibly 
new facilities in key areas to supplement existing 
locations. The Master Facilities Plan will develop a 
methodology and foundation for the PRPLD to construct 
and maintain world-class library facilities that provide 
services consistent with the needs of the community, 
based on standards, usage, peer comparisons, and 
library trends. 
 
At a date to be determined sometime in late February 
or early March, Humphries/Polis Architects, who are 
developing the Master Plan, will be meeting with key 
library stakeholders, including the Friends of the PRPLD. 
I look forward to Friends participation! 

 
 
 

 

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Julie Lechtanski, President – 

Poudre River Friends of the Library 

 
A big thank you is due to the many individuals 
contributing to FOL success in 2016, which was quite a 
year! 
 
At the Harmony Shop, new Manager Terrie Batty and 
Assistant Manager Kathleen O’ Callahan oversaw 
volunteers contributing around 160 hours monthly. It is 
great to see Shari Bosler take a shift now and then! 
Carol Gano and her friends at the NOOK at Old Town 
Library manage to pull in about the same money as the 
Harmony Shop. We also thank the Librarians who 
handle the $$ for that operation. 
 
We did our usual 4 book sales which provide the bulk of 
the $$ we give to the Library. The July sale took in the 
most money, but November was only $2000 less. 
Thanks to the many volunteers who see to the books, 
those assisting shoppers with their purchases, and 
everyone who assists with set-up and take-down. A 
special thank you to Claudia Schweizer who spends 
hours scheduling us all for the sale, and then makes 
cookies to keep our strength up for the duration of the 
sale! 
 
There is no way this all happens without Robin Gard’s 
guiding hand (and whip and chair) as well as Phil 
Sullivan and his crew of movers and shakers. 
At Webster House and the United Way Sorting Area are 
sorters who put those donated books into categories 
and boxes for display. This dedicated bunch is led by the 
guiding hands of Mary Goff and Carol Smith. 
 
FOL participated in passing the ballot issue that allows 
the PRPLD to keep all revenues generated by the mill 
levy passed in 2006 which established the Poudre River 
Public Library District. We passed out literature, walked 
neighborhoods, and donated money to the cause, as did 
the Library Trust. 

(continued on pg. 2) 
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(President continued from pg. 1) 

The Library District hired David Slivken as the new 
Executive Director. He has been at each of our 
meetings since he came on board. He also made 
the Webster House Sorters lives better with the 
replacement of an electrical outlet for heater and 
fan use. Thank you, David! 
 
The dues you pay as a member of Friends also help 
to support our Libraries. A single membership costs 
less than a movie and a box of popcorn at the local 
Cinemark. Renew now, while you are thinking 
about it. Clicking here: 
http://www.prfol.org/membership/ will take you 
to our website, where renewing is easy! 
 
 
 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Welcome to our two new board members at large, 
Bill Cobb and Susan Rayner. 
 
Bill Cobb has been volunteering at Friends’ book 
sales for the last couple years. Bill is a retired 
university professor who last taught in Utah and 
has a master’s degree in history from CSU and a 
Ph.D. in history from CU. He is a Vietnam vet with a 
strong interest in social justice. “The library’s 
commitment to impartiality, equal access, and 
diversity make it more valuable than ever in this 
contentious world of fake news and post-truth 
politics. And when I see kids with mom and dad 
leaving the library carrying armloads of books, just 
as my wife and I did with our kids a generation ago, 
I’m heartened that our library is as relevant as 
ever.” He is currently reading (for his book club) 
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance. 
 
Susan Rayner is a fairly recent Fort Collins 
transplant who had been visiting her sister here for 
many years. She moved here in 2016 from New 
Jersey. Susan is a retired public librarian who 
received her library science degree from Columbia 
University and whose first job was as a children’s 
librarian at New York Public Library.  She, of course, 
has a great love of books and libraries and is 
delighted to join the Friends to benefit Poudre 
Libraries. She is an active community volunteer and 
has spent time with the Homeless Prevention 
Initiative and as a volunteer reading coach for 
Battle of the Books at Tavelli Elementary. She is a 
member of several book clubs including one 
devoted to mysteries and she just finished listening 
to Paula McLain’s Circling the Sun audio book. 
 
Thank you to departing Board member Margo 
Fredlake. We are always looking for prospective 
board members and particularly anyone with a 
financial background to serve as assistant 
treasurer. 
 
 
 

http://www.prfol.org/membership/
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MEETING DAVID 
 

PRPLD Executive Director David Slivken took time 
from his busy schedule recently to chat with a 
newsletter reporter. Having been in his new 
position since late October, he was ready to share 
some impressions of the Library District and his 
new community. David has 
family ties to Fort Collins, 
so when he saw a posting 
for the Executive Director 
opening, he was 
immediately interested. 
The timing seemed right to 
consider a move from 
Dayton, Ohio, where he 
served as Assistant 
Director of Public Services 
at Dayton Metro Library.  
 
We wondered if there is an aspect of the job which 
has him excited about the coming year, and he was 
eager to talk about the Master Facilities Plan, 
which is being developed to direct the Library 
District through the community growth in the next 
5 to 10 years. He said that he had gone through a 
similar planning effort in Dayton. He sees his main 
challenge in 2017 to be getting out into the 
community to become acquainted with the city 
and let folks get to know him. 

 

Many aspects of Fort Collins appeal to him, and 
among them are various outdoor activities such as 
hiking, the many breweries, and the presence of 
many dogs he has encountered here – his 
household includes a black Labrador retriever! 
 

When asked what he would share with our readers 
that we might not know about him, he described 
his experience as a mediator in the juvenile court 
system in Ohio for several years.  He learned a lot 
from working with teens and ‘tweens and 
expressed the satisfaction of being able to make a 
difference in their lives. 
 

In the months ahead, when you encounter David, 
in a library, or out around town, be sure to 
introduce yourself. You will enjoy meeting him! 
 
 

 

 

The Friends are in need of someone to fill the 
Assistant Treasurer position on our Board. The 
ability to use a calculator, some bookkeeping 
experience and facility with computer 
spreadsheets would be an asset. Treasurer Trish 
Kelley is willing to train an interested candidate in 
the special bits that are part of the job. 
 

YOU DID IT AGAIN! 
 

In November, The Friends of the Library Book Sale 
Volunteers managed to beat the July Sale total 
income.  AND you beat last year’s Fall Sale by over 
$1000.  I know Claudia’s cookies kept your strength 
up.  Nobody panicked when we had bunches of 
people at the Tally Table and the Cashier 
Table.  Floor folks kept the inventory tidy and 
customers pointed to the books they wanted. We 
had a couple of brand new cashiers this time.  The 
Square was no match for them.  They had glitches 
under control quickly. 
 
Kevin Cook programs, Summer Reading prizes, and 
Harmony Music in the Round  are safe for another 
year.  These are some items not in the tax 
supported Library budget which are supported by 
FOL.   
 
You all did a really super job this sale and I’m 
looking forward to working with you all again.   
Hope you have rested up over the Holidays.  Next 
Sale is Jan 27-29 at the Old Town Library. 
See you there! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CSU Author Series Feb. 21st/Lory Student 
Center/Authors Jim Davidson & Kevin Vaughan and 
Mar. 22/Hilton/Author Gayle Foreman 
Kevin Cook Nature Talks, every second Tuesday at 
1 p.m. at Old Town Library – 2017 Series “Views 
and Vistas: A Naturalist’s Desiderata” 
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Battle of the Bards 
Entries due between Feb. 1 and Feb. 22, event and poetry reading April 21. 
https://read.poudrelibraries.org/contact/contest/poetry-contest-rules.pdf 

  

 

https://read.poudrelibraries.org/contact/contest/poetry-contest-rules.pdf



