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THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Holly Carroll – Director, Poudre River Public Library District 

 

Today’s public library is very much a community 
hub that fosters learning of all kinds. The focus in 
recent years has been on technology, digital 
content and maker space activities. The traditional 
library role of fostering the love of books and 
readings, however, is alive and well and the Poudre 
River Public Library District remains the premier go-
to place to learn about new authors and books. 
 
The District’s authors programs that the Poudre 
River Friends of the Library so generously support 
are one way that the library provides information 
to the public on current publishing trends and up- 
and-coming writers. March and October are 
typically the busiest months for both publishers 
and writers to promote new titles. The Library 
partners with the CSU Friends of the Library and 
Old Firehouse Book Store to leverage such book 
promotions and author tours. 
 
Earlier this month the library co-sponsored two 
authors:  science fiction writer, Victoria Schwab, 
and best-selling humorist, essayist and travel 
writer, Bill Bryson. Don’t worry if you missed these 
events because there are still three more author 
appearances to add to your March calendars. 
 
On March 16, T. Jefferson Parker appears at 
Council Tree Library to discuss his latest crime 
thriller, Crazy Blood. Doug Bradley and Craig 
Werner, authors of Rolling Stone Magazine’s best 
music book of 2105, We Gotta Get Out of this 
Place, will speak on Friday, March 25th, 7:00 p.m. at 
the Hilton. The authors explore how and why U.S. 
troops during the Vietnam War turned to music as 
a way of connecting to each other and home, and 
of coping with the complexities of the conflict. 
 
(continued on pg. 2) 

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Julie Lechtanski, President – 

Poudre River Friends of the Library 

 

Ever wondered where all those books you give to 
FOL go? Oh sure – you know we have four Book 
Sales every year. What about the books not in such 
good shape, or outside our date cutoff for keepers? 
Some of the surplus is donated to the following: 
 

 Little Free Libraries (Neighborhood libraries 
in a box (“Take a book/leave a book”) 

 Red Tail Ponds Permanent Supportive 
Housing 

 Northern Colorado AIDS Project (NCAP) 
 Claire Bridge Cottages Respite Care 

 Sterling House Nursing 

 Area Hospitals & Schools 

 Harmony Shop 

 Healing Minds 

 Food Bank 

 ARC  
 
Recently we decided to divest ourselves of some 
overstock. We shipped several beer boxes of books 
to Thrift 
Books.  
They are a 
national 
company 
that takes 
books; 
lists them 
online and 
we get 
part of the profit after shipping costs are deducted. 
The result in storage is shown above. Yes, the area 
actually has a floor! 
 
REMEMBER:  DON’T LEAVE US ENYCLOPEDIAS OR 
TEXT BOOKS.  WE JUST HAVE TO RECYCLE THEM. 
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MINECRAFT! 
 

Your efforts as an FOL member and volunteer pay 
off for the Library District in many ways. On a chilly 
Saturday afternoon in February, the community 
room in Old Town Library was cozy and alive with 
the energy of twenty 3rd to 5th graders and several 
teenage leaders. 
 

  
 
They were engaged in Minecraft, one of the 
programs partially supported by funds from FOL. 
Each youngster sat in front of a computer on which 
she was building virtual structures. Conversations 
flowed back and forth across the tables as these 
projects took shape. Librarian Amy Holzworth, who 
heads the Minecraft program for the District, 
describes it as a “sand lot” game in which children 
can begin to become grounded in digital citizenship 
and literacy in the safe environment of a closed 
server. In 2014, 15 Minecraft programs were 
offered; last year that number increased to 70! 
 
Benefits of the program have been felt not only by 
the children who enjoy it, but by library staff who 
are developing professionally as they host the 
event. Also, in addition to mentoring youngsters in 
the program, teen volunteers spent many hours 
helping in its planning and development. Holzworth 
points out that, among the several areas that the 
Library works to emphasize during Minecraft 
events is digital literacy. If you are not familiar with 
this concept, check it out: 
http://www.digitalcitizenship.net/Nine_Elements.h
tml  This site is worth a look! 
 
FOL is pledged to support this program with $4000 this 
year. 

WE WILL MISS YOU 
 

There are some changes coming for the Poudre 
River Library District. The District Board of Trustees 
recently said goodbye to trustee Maddy Wawro, 
who served on the board for nearly four years, and 
to trustee Mike Liggett, who was the last of the 
founding board members and who served a total of 
nine years, including three terms as president. It’s 
hard to believe that the library district ballot issue 
campaign took place 10 years ago, in 2006. The 
community has been well-served by their hard 
work and their vision.  
 

In addition, Executive Director 
Holly Carroll has announced 
that she will be retiring in May 
after almost seven years in her 
position. Holly came to the 
district from Cleveland Public 
Library and transformed our 
libraries with her energy, 
impressive professional 
credentials and her passion for excellence. We 
hope retirement offers her plenty of opportunity 
for travel, relaxation and for watching her two 
favorite baseball teams, the Cleveland Indians and 
the Colorado Rockies. 
 

Holly, Maddy and Mike have all been big 
supporters of Poudre River Friends of the Library 
and they will be missed. 
 
 

Thoughts from the Director 
(continued from pg. 1) 
 

Rounding out the month on March 31, C.J. Box 
returns to the Council Tree Library to talk about his 
latest Joe Pickett novel, Off the Grid. 
 

This is quite a line-up and the Poudre River Public 
Library District is very fortunate to have the 
support of our Friends group to continue this time-
honored tradition of bringing authors to the stage 
to interact with our readers. I hope you will join me 
at one of the programs. 
 
 

 

http://www.digitalcitizenship.net/Nine_Elements.html
http://www.digitalcitizenship.net/Nine_Elements.html
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CHECK OUT FRIENDS’ NEW WEBSITE 

 

The Poudre River Friends of the Library just 
completed a comprehensive redo of our web page. 
The new site is colorful, simple and easy to 
navigate. Special thanks to FRCC intern David King 
for spending an enormous amount of time and 
effort to re-design our web presence. Check out 
www.prfol.org today! 
 

 
 
Here’s what you can do online: 

 Join or renew your membership 

 Find out when and where the next book 
sale is – in purple at the top of the page 

 Make a donation to the Friends 

 Discover how you can get more involved 

 Find out about Friends-sponsored 
events 

 Check out information about our 
organization, such as when Board 
meetings happen or what the budget 
for 2016 looks like 

 Access current and recent newsletters 

 Contact us with questions 

 AND MORE! 
 

We hope in the future to highlight some special 
people and activities on our web site, so stay tuned 
for new content. We appreciate Friends’ board 
member Bob Viscount for stepping up to be our 
new webmaster. 
 
The Friends also have a Facebook page listed under 
Poudre River Friends of the Library. We not only 
remind you of upcoming events, but we share fun 
reading and book- related posts and keep you 
current on what’s happening with the Friends. 
 

 

FRIENDS SUPPORT FORT COLLINS READS 
 

 
 

Fort Collins Reads representative Valerie Mauksch 
(center) receives a check for $1500 from Friends 
Julie Lechtanski and Trish Kelley on February 8. 
 
 
 

 
 

The FOL Board knows that many of you would like 
to support your Library further, but simply don’t 
have much spare time. Currently, we are interested 
in hearing from you if you have graphic design skills 
and could take on a short-term project. 
Alternatively, if you’d like to support the Friends 
but can’t make an on-going time commitment, 
would you consider being a substitute at our 
Harmony Friends Shop or at book pick-up? E-mail 
us for more info: fol@prfol.org 
 

BOOK SALE REMINDER 

 

If you are working the book sale, you are no doubt 
scheduled and know that it is coming soon. If you 
are not scheduled to work it, now is the time to 
note the dates on your calendar so that you won’t 
miss the fun of browsing and buying!  Friday, 
March 8th through Sunday, March 20th.  Details are 
on the poster on the outside page of your 
newsletter.  See you there! 
 

http://www.prfol.org/
file:///C:/Users/John/Documents/NANCY/Friends%20of%20the%20Library/2015%20Newsletters/October2015NL/fol@prfol.org
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