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THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Ken Draves – Interim Executive Director, Poudre River Public 

Library District 

Welcome to the New Executive Director 
Each year Colorado undergoes the summer to fall 
transition, and this October, the Poudre River 
Public Library District will be making a transition of 
its own with the arrival of our new executive 
director, David Slivken later this month. 
 
David comes to the District after a long tenure at 
Dayton Metro Library in Ohio where he most 
recently served as the Assistant Director, Public 
Services. He has more than 20 years of professional 
library experience across various roles and 
responsibilities, and he has actively participated in 
community organizations and committees such as 
the Downtown Dayton Priority Board, part of 
Dayton’s department of planning and community 
development. 
 
David’s background uniquely positions him to 
assume the executive director position, as he has 
demonstrated success in responding to diverse 
community needs, supporting innovative programs 
and services, and facilitating library growth. At the 
Library District, he’ll be responsible for continuing 
to shape the District into a dynamic, responsive, 
and integral community resource. 
 
And, he’ll hit the ground running even before he 
officially assumes his new position on October 24. 
David, along with other Library District staff, will 
spend three days at CALCON16:  Innovate, Inspire, 
Connect, a joint professional conference between 
the Colorado Association of Libraries and the 
Mountain Plains Library Association. He’ll also be 
attending the inaugural FoCo Book Fest: Brewin’ 
Up Books, produced by the Library District in 
partnership with CSU Morgan Library.  

 (continued on pg. 2) 

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Julie Lechtanski, President – 

Poudre River Friends of the Library 

The big news, of course, is the new PRPLD Director. 
David Slivken, formerly of Dayton Ohio, was 
selected from a pool of 60 applicants. David is 
proud of his work navigating a successful $187 
million bond issue funding a new $64 million Main 
Library and 16 new branch locations. He has 20+ 
years of professional library experience. 
WELCOME, David.!! The FOL board is looking 
forward to working with you. 
 
Once again the Poudre River Friends of the Library 
is stepping up for a library campaign issue. We are 
asking you to VOTE YES ON 5F! This reaffirms the 
vote that created the Library District in 2006 and 
involves no new taxes. For more info, go to: 
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/download/pdf/b
allot-issue5F-public-fact-sheet.pdf 
 
PRPLD, in partnership with CSU Morgan Library, is 
producing the First Ever Fort Collins Books Fest: 
Brewin’ Up Books! This is a free, one-day public 
literary festival. Books and authors are blended 
with beer, coffee, and tea, all day Saturday Oct 22.  
The authors’ presentations are free – but some will 
require tickets due to the size of the venue and fire 
codes. 
 
There is a new look to the donations area at 
Webster House. The carport area on the west side 
of Webster House on Mathews still has its “garage 
door”. Donations can be put inside if this door is 
up. Please DO NOT put donations in front of the 
garage door when it is closed. Instead, drive to the 
staff parking lot on the east side of Webster House  
Pull in and place your donations along the new wall 
and the north wall of the Webster House building. 
Please be sure they are under the overhang for 
best protection from weather. 
 
 

http://www.poudrelibraries.org/download/pdf/ballot-issue5F-public-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/download/pdf/ballot-issue5F-public-fact-sheet.pdf
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YES FOR OUR LIBRARIES! 
 

So, why is there a library 
ballot measure on the 
November 8, 2016 ballot?? 
Because new questions 
about how to apply the 
statewide tax limitation 

law (TABOR) threaten library services, hours, 
programs, staffing and facilities. 
 
We need all library supporters to spread the word 
to vote YES on 5F. This ballot measure reaffirms the 
voter-approved Poudre River Public Library District 
mill levy of 2006, resolves potential legal threats, 
prevents substantial legal expenses, and protects 
future library services. This is NOT a new tax, a 
change in the existing mill levy or a request for a 
new funding source for the Library District. 
 
Citizens in support of Yes on 5F do not believe a 
funding reduction was or is the intent of our 
community. Recent interpretations question the 
use of dollars raised in excess of 2006 projections. 
Tax collections grew as property values increased, 
and so did our library services. Library services 
have grown to meet our community’s demand! 
 

 More than ONE MILLION people visited our 
libraries in 2015 

 Over 160,000 Larimer County library card 
holders 

 
5F needs your vote and your support! You can 
make a difference and help us spread the word. 
Contact us at rrviscount@yahoo.com to volunteer. 
There are plenty of campaign opportunities to fit 
your schedule.  
 
Learn more at YesforOurLibraries.org, and 
at: facebook.com/YesOn5F 
 
Vote YES for Our Libraries on 5F! 
 

 

(Director continued from pg. 1) 
 
“I am excited to work with the talented library staff 
and our community partners as we continue to 
advocate for literacy and lifelong learning,” David 
remarked, and everyone at the Poudre River Public 
Library District is excited for David’s arrival and 
looks forward to a successful transition.  

 
 

2016 SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 
AT A GLANCE 

 
The graphic below represents the Summer Reading 
Challenge final numbers for a variety of categories.  
All of us should feel pleased about our support of 
this terrific program and our part in helping to 
achieve the impressive results! 
 

 

 
 

mailto:rrviscount@yahoo.com
http://yesforourlibraries.org/
http://facebook.com/YesOn5F
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AUTHORS IN TOWN 
 

Poudre River Friends of the Library LOVE authors! 
And this has been a stellar season for author 
events with more to come. 
 

Social activist Bryan Stevenson, author of Just 
Mercy, spoke to a packed house of more than 
1,000 people at Lory Student Center in late 
September. Stevenson and his foundation work to 
reform inequities in the criminal justice system. 
 

Paula McLain, who wrote New York Times 
bestsellers The Paris Wife and Circling the Sun, 
described her latest book about pioneer aviator 
Beryl Markham in her appearance Oct. 3. 
 

Coming up next: 
Brewin’ Up Books, a Fort Collins Literary event 
happening Saturday, Oct. 22. Attend a class or 
workshop, listen to a panel of speakers or readings 
by an author, or hear Gov. John Hickenlooper talk 
about Beer and Politics. Events on Saturday, Oct. 
22 at various Old Town venues. Check out 
www.focobookfest.org for details. 
 

 
 

Fort Collins Reads, our community one book 
afternoon, features Brother, I’m Dying by Edwidge 
Danticat and will be Sunday, Nov. 6 at 2 p.m. at the 
Marriott. Tickets are available at Old Firehouse 
Books or any Poudre River public library. More info 
at www.fortcollinsreads.org. 
 

CSU Author Series: Amanda Hendrix, Beyond Earth, 
will be at the Marriott Tuesday, Nov. 29th at 7 p.m. 
 

These activities and more are supported by our 
Friends group and your memberships, donations, 
and used book sale purchases. 
 

THE MOSTLIES!! AGAIN!! 

 
As anticipated in the July issue of the newsletter, 
the Mostlies donated the proceeds of their July 
28th performance to Friends of the Library. Thanks 
to a packed house, including some of you, $3132 
went to the Poudre River Library Public Library 
District. That generosity alone may have made you 
a Mostlies fan, but their enjoyable shows have 
captured our loyalty as well. There is one more 
opportunity this year to support this community 
treasure and enjoy their writing and performing 
skills, and it is rapidly approaching. Mark your 
calendar for November 6 at 7 PM, when the show 
will be “It’s All Fun and Games (Until Someone Gets 
Elected)”. 
 

 
 
Tickets are $15 and are available at the Lincoln 
Center Box Office (www.lctix.com) or by phone at 
970-221-6730. 
 

http://www.focobookfest.org/
http://www.fortcollinsreads.org/
http://www.lctix.com/
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